Two Houston bands go ‘on the record’
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ONSTAGE: The Moses Guest band is James Edwards, left,
Graham Guest, Rick Thomson and Jeremy Horton.

By MICHAEL D. CLARK

HUOUETON CHROMNICLE

It's a complaint as old as
the B-track tape:

“Houston just doesn't have
a strong local music scene like
other big cities.”

it the city's groove pulse
gets a bit falnt at times, it'll be
beating soundly Saturday
when homegrown pop veter-
ans Ashbury Keys and South-
ern rock favorites Moses
Guest stage dueling CD release
partics.

Downtown at the Engine
Room, the Ashbury Keys will
introduce fans to Growing Up,

its first album in more than
three years. Across the Metro
tracks at Midtown's Continen-
tal Club, Moses Guest will cel-
ebrate new album Guest Motel
and the group's first concert
DVD, Edi:.

It's a perfect representation
of the range of live music op-
tions available in Houston.
The only downside is that per-
formance junkies will have to
choose just one.

Fans of the new romance-
meets-summer pool party
hooks that Cheap Trick and
Weezer specialize in will want
to go with Ashbury Keys, For
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29-year-old singer/songwriter
David Keys, Growing Up
couldn’t be a more appropriate
title.

Digesting happiness and
heartache with catchy melo-
dies, Keys, brother/drummer
Darwin Keys (familiar to fans of
Austin band Pushmonkey) and
bass player Bill Walter have fig-
ured out that love doesn’t get
easier with age. It just sounds
better set to music by a sea-
soned tunesmith.

“I tend to talk about relation-
ships a lot in my songs,” says
David. “The emotions of those
ups and downs inspire me to
write.”

The idling guitar riffs and
space-age keyboard guiding
new song Eye to Eye have cross-
over appeal, reminiscent of '80s
greats the Cars and present-day
pop punks like blink-182, Keys'
monotone call-and-response vo-
cals on Dream and emotional
kiss-off chorus. It's the perfect
contrast to a playful homage to
Elvis Presley, a remake of Suspi-
cious Minds.

The Ashbury Keys made the
new album in their own studio,
with Alan Doss of the Galactic
Cowboys as producer.

“In the past, | had never been
completely pleased with the
sound,” said Keys. “Having our
own set-up helps get directly to
what we want.”

Moses Guest also has a new
focus on studio sound with
Guest Motel.

“We have now pretty much
established that we can play a
live show and have it be excit-
ing,” says guitarist and vocalist
Graham Guest. “With this al-
bum, we were trying to write for
radio appeal. Onstage, the new
music will be a completely dif-
ferent animal.”

The band is named after one
of Guest’s long-ago ancestors.
The mix of banjos, pedal steel
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IT'S BEEN AWHILE: The Ashbury Keys will release its first album in

more than three years.

m What: Ashbury Keys with
Viewpoint, Pilot Radio, Wide
Awake and the Sins

® When: 8 p.m. Saturday

= Where: Engine Room, 1515
Pease

m Tickets: $8. Call 713-654-
7846 or log on to
www.enginercomhouston
net.

m What: Moses Guest
m When: 8 p.m. Saturday

m Where: Continental Club,
3700 Main

m Tickets: $10. For
information, call 713-529-
9899 or log on to
www.continentalclub.com.

and strings hints at pride in its

Houston and Southern heritage.
Don’t be too quick to pass Moses
Guest off as some cookie-cutter
psychedelic jam band.

True, Guest, 36, and band-
mates Rick Thompson (key-
boards), Randy Wall (key-
boards), James Edwards (per-
cussion) and Jeremy Horton
(bass) play off each other like a
jazz ensemble, and are skilled
enough to noodle for days on a
road song like Jackson.

What sets Moses Guest apart
are the multidimensional per-
spectives of tracks like Invictus
and 2 of Everybody. This strain
of Southern rock stems from the
Masters in Philosophy Guest
earned from Boston College.

“The education factor has
been really serious for me,” he
says. “I'm still taking philoso-
phy classes, and five new songs
grew out of it.”

Take that, naysayers.
michael.d.clark@chron.com




